A. 174'2-S.]              DEBATE OttTHE ARMY.                          347

ctfuld not be prevailed upon even to regard as the object
of deliberation, were we not dazzled on one part by glar-
ing prospects of triumphs and honours, of the reduction of
France, and the rescue of the world; of the propagation of
liberty, and the defence of religion; and intimidated on
the other by the view of approaching calamities, the cruel-
ties of persecution, and the hardships of slavery.

All the arts of exaggeration, my lords, have been prac-
tised to reconcile us to the measures which are now pro-
posed, and, indeed, all are necessary; for the expenses to
which we are about to condemn this nation, are such as it
is not able to bear, and to which no lord in this house
would consent, were he calm enough to number the sums.

To prove the truth of this assertion, one question is ne-
cessary. Is any lord in this assembly willing to assist the
queen of Hungary at the expense of sixteen hundred thou-
sand a year? I think the universal silence of this assembly
is a sufficient proof, that no one is willing; I will, however,
repeat my question. Is any lord in this assembly willing
that this nation should assist the queen of Hungary at the
annual expense of sixteen hundred thousand pounds? The
house is, as I expected, still silent, and, therefore, I may
now safely proceed upon the supposition of an unanimous
negative. Nor does any thing remain in order to evince
the impropriety of the measures which we are about to
pursue, but that every lord may reckon up the sum re-
quired for the support of those troops. Let Mm take a
view of our military estimates, and he will quickly be con-
vinced, how much we are condemned to suffer in this
cause. He will find, that we are about not only to remit
yearly into a foreign country more than a million and a
half of money, but to hazard the lives of multitudes of our
fellow-subjects, in a quarrel which at most affects us but
remotely; that we are about to incur as auxiliaries an ex-
pense greater than that which the principals sustain.

The sum which I have mentioned, my lords, enormous
as it may appear, is by no means exaggerated beyond the
truth. Whoever shall examine the common military esti-
mates, will easily be convinced, that the forces which we